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Celebrating World Parkinson’s Day

In recognition of James Parkinson's birthday, April 11th is celebrated globally as World Parkinson's Day.

Parkinson’s disease (PD) is a chronic progressive neurological disorder which affects 6.3 million people
worldwide,1 and 1.2 million in Europe only.2

Parkinson’s disease is caused by a shortage of dopamine producing cells, a substance that is used in the brain
to transmit signals.3 Chief symptoms are motor difficulties such as tremor, rigidity, bradykinesia (slowness in
movement), and postural instability.4 Given the higher incidence of Parkinson’s disease in those aged 65 or
older, the prevalence of Parkinson’s disease is expected to increase as the population ages.

There is no cure, but a therapy called deep brain stimulation may help improve day-to-day experiences for
patients living with Parkinson’s disease a number of other neurological disorders.

Watch the sketch animation above to learn more about how DBS works.

You can also find additional information by accessing the press kit section on the left hand side.
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